t.nsw.ed.

Lake Illawarra South Public School
Newsletter
Term 1 Week 4: Monday 15 FEB 2021

CALENDAR
FEB 2021
15 Parent-teacher Interviews - all week
District Swimming Carnival
Kinder Parent Information Session
16 Canteen Cheeseburger Day
19 Summer Reading Challenge Lunch
Kinder early finish – last day
22 Kiss & Drop commences for Kinder
24 Expo Night @ Lake High
26 Scripture/Ethics commences
MAR 2019
05 Clean Up Schools Day

CONTACT

A number of students are representing the school
today at the District Swimming Carnival at Oak
Flats Pool. We wish them the very best of luck.
As a result of student discussion, there will be a
slight change for the election of student
representatives for the SRC for this year only.
Students who were elected as 2020 SRC
representatives may stand for nomination. The
student body felt that 2020 representatives were
unable to carry out their duties due to COVID-19.
Elections will take place this week, followed by
Library Monitor elections.
A reminder our school’s newsletter is published on
the school website each fortnight on a Monday.
The newsletter is also sent via the SkoolBag App
and emailed to families. Please contact the school
to update your email address if you are not
receiving the newsletter. The newsletter contains
lots of important information about our school,
alongside events and opportunities our students
engage in.
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TERM ONE PARENT INTERVIEWS

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Last week’s swimming carnival went off without a
hitch and concluded just before the ominous grey
clouds were over Oak Flats Pool. Thank you to Miss
Olender, Mrs Hockey and Mrs Smith for your
excellent planning and organisation of the event.
All students who attended the carnival should be
congratulated for their high levels of participation
and outstanding behaviour.

Parent-teacher interviews are being held this week
for Years 1 to 6. This is an opportunity for parents to
share information with teachers about their child
and their learning needs. A parent questionnaire
was sent home with students last week. Please
return the questionnaire about your child prior to
your interview as this will frame the discussion for
the interview. It is also important to return the
questionnaire if you are unable to meet with your
child’s teacher as it will provide your child’s
teacher with valuable information about your
child.

Mrs Bowden will hold interviews for her class upon
her return. These interviews will be held in place of
traditional ‘Meet the Teacher’ information sessions.
The Kindergarten Parent Information Session is this
evening commencing at 5.30pm in the KR
classroom.

ASSEMBLY
School assemblies have moved to Tuesday
afternoons due to school timetabling constraints.
Each fortnight a K-2 and a Years 3 to 6 assembly will
be held as mixing of students is to be limited
wherever possible due to COVID-19 restrictions. At
this stage, parents and carers are unable to
attend.

program aimed at ensuring that schools can
identify students who would benefit the most from
intensive support. This will be tailored to their
requirements to ensure that students’ educational
outcomes continue to improve in 2021.
The 2021 COVID Intensive Learning Support
Program will provide small group tuition for students
who need it most across NSW primary, secondary
and specialist schools.
At the end of last year, the Department of
Education announced that all NSW public schools
would benefit with an allocation to employ
additional teachers and educators to support
student learning.

A reminder that awards do not have an expiration
date for trading for Bronze, Silver and Gold awards.
Awards which were earned in 2020 and not traded
may be used this year.

Lake Illawarra South Public School has been able
to employ an additional teacher for this role in
2021. Staff is currently in the final stages of
implementation planning and small group tuition
will begin shortly.

HOUSE LEADERS

COVID-19

Congratulations to the following students who
were recently elected as House Leaders for 2021:

In accordance with advice from NSW Health,
parents and carers are reminded NOT to send
children to school if they are unwell, even with the
mildest flu-like symptoms. NSW Health has
requested that school encourage anyone who is
unwell or has even mild flu-like symptoms, to
arrange to be tested through their local medical
practitioner or one of the COVID-19 clinics.
Students and staff with flu-like symptoms will need
to be tested and provide a copy of a negative
COVID-19 test result and be symptom-free before
being permitted to return to school. A screenshot
of the result may be emailed to the school email
account.

SWANS: Jayden & Kaylarni
PELICANS: Jack & Keira
GULLS: Jordy & Olivia
CRANES: Talan & Teliah

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
A celebratory lunch will be held this Friday for
students who completed the Summer Reading
Challenge over the Christmas vacation. The lunch
will be prepared by our wonderful canteen lady,
Mrs Ruddock and will take place just prior to the
normal lunch break.

CHEESEBURGER DAY
Thanks to Mrs Ruddock for planning a healthy
Cheeseburger Day for our students tomorrow.

COVID INTENSIVE LEARNING
SUPPORT PROGRAM
As we all know, 2020 was a tough year. This is
particularly so for our students and teachers who
rose to the challenges of a disrupted year that
included seven weeks of remote learning due to
COVID-19. For our students, it was an unsettling
time. The government and department have
recognised this with the announcement of a
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Students who do not undertake a COVID-19 test
will not be permitted to return to school for a 10 day
period. Additionally, they must be symptom-free
for at least three days prior to returning to school.
Parents and carers are not allowed on school sites
or at off-site school events held during school hours
except for the following purposes only:




Essential parent and carer meetings with
teacher and/or school executives with a
scheduled appointment.
parents and carers who attend a school
administration building or another defined
location for the purpose of picking up their
child if they are unwell or where they have
been asked to arrange for a COVID-19 test



after their child has displayed flu-like symptoms
while at school.
volunteer parents and carers who need to be
on-site for uniform shop duties.

The Service NSW COVID safe check-in is required
for visitors to the school, complementing existing
school visitor sign-in processes, including the
external visitors to the school site form. Please
ensure you sign in using the QR code upon entering
the school grounds. The QR Codes are located at
each entrance to the school, at the front office
and the Uniform Shop.
Parents are able to enter the school grounds for
scheduled meetings with staff, attend the Uniform
Shop, collect students from the office for medical
appointments or if they are unwell.

NSW SCHOOL UPDATES APP
The NSW School Updates app allows parents and
carers to receive operational status updates for
NSW public schools.
The app complements the other means of
communication available to parents and carers
from schools and the Department of Education to
ensure
families
receive
timely,
accurate
information in a crisis.
The app is free and available now for iOS and
Android users.
Download for iOS in the App Store and download
for Android at Google Play.
You can opt in for notifications about the
operational status of as many NSW public schools
as you choose.
The app doesn’t store any personal or identifiable
information. When using the app, it communicates
with the department’s servers storing a unique
identifier for your device; the schools that you wish
to receive updates for; and if you’ve opted into
receive push notifications information to send
notifications to that device.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR
LEARNING (PBL)
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) is a wholeschool framework that promotes positive
behaviour across a school and helps schools
develop
safe
and
supportive
learning
environments. Lake Illawarra South Public School
has been a PBL school for a number of years.
Students benefit from:






increased time focused on instruction
improved social-emotional wellbeing
positive and respectful relationships
a predictable learning environment

Throughout the year, students are explicitly taught
the school expectations through a series of lessons.
The focus for this week is Respect – Wear school
uniform. Wearing school uniform promotes a sense
of community and pride amongst students.
The focus for next week is Respect – Share
equipment and the playground. Sharing resources
and playground areas with others encourages
positive relationships, maintains a harmonious
environment and promotes fairness amongst
students.

UPDATING HEALTH DETAILS
We would appreciate information from parents
about their child’s health, even if you are not
requesting specific support from our school. It is
important that you let us know if your child’s health
care needs change or if a new health condition
develops.
Information about allergies, medical conditions
such as asthma and other health related issues
should be provided. This will greatly assist our school
in planning to support your child’s health and
wellbeing.
Please also remember to notify office staff of any
changes to your contact details or to the contact
details of other people nominated as emergency
contacts.
We appreciate your assistance in this matter and
assure you that any information you provide the
school will be stored securely and will only be used
or disclosed in order to support your child’s health
needs or as otherwise required by law.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
RESOURCES
The Department of Education has released a
range of useful links for parents to assist children
and their parents with the transition back to school.
This site offers suggestions, ideas and a range of tips
to support the successful transition to school. This is
a great resource for all students in kindergarten to
Year 6.

https://education.nsw.gov.au/parents-andcarers/back-to-school-2021

SCHOOL COMMUNITY
CHARTER
The Department of Education introduced the
School Community Charter in 2018 to ensure that
schools are respectful learning environments for
our students and wider communities. It aligns with
the vision and values outlined in the department’s
Strategic Plan 2018 – 2022. The Charter outlines
what parents can expect in engaging with their
school as a partner in their students’ learning, as
well
as
highlighting
some
unacceptable
behaviours that have no place in our school
communities. The School Community Charter
provides a framework for establishing positive
behaviours and terms of engagement. A copy of
the Charter is attached to the end of this
newsletter, or for more information:
https://education.nsw.gov.au/publicschools/going-to-a-public-school/schoolcommunity-charter.

LIBRARY NEWS
Please ensure your child brings their library books
on their allocated library day and brings a library
bag for borrowing. Class library days for Term One
are as follows:
Tuesday: 5/6C & KR
Wednesday: 1/2S. K/1P, 4/5I & 1/2O
Thursday: 3/4B, 3/4O & 5/6G

INDIVIDUAL HEALTH PLANS
The school continues to develop Individual Health
Care Plans for students with medical needs. The
office is currently updating these plans as they must
be updated annually. Parents of these students will
be contacted shortly to discuss aspects of the
Health Care Plan.
Please be aware that we have students in our
school that suffer from a condition called
ANAPHYLAXIS. These students in our school
community need the support of the school,
students and parents. Anaphylaxis is a lifethreatening allergy to certain foods, particularly
nuts products. All staff have been trained in
administering emergency first aid but we ask that
parents support these students in the following
ways to help alleviate the possibility of an allergic
reaction.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:





Avoid sending nuts to school as a snack for your
child
Avoid sending products with nut traces or
crushed nuts to school e.g. Nutella, nut muesli
bars
Follow good hygiene by encouraging children
to wash their hands after eating.

The safety and wellbeing of our students requires
cooperation from all areas of the school
community. On behalf of the students’ families, we
urge you to adopt and follow the above guidelines
to ensure a safe learning environment in 2021.

UNIFORM SHOP
The Uniform Shop is open each Monday from
2.30pm to 3.00pm. The Uniform Shop is located in
the school hall. Please be aware that all
transactions must be made in cash. Orders are
able to be taken at the front office at any time
during the school term.

