
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CALENDAR 

CONTACT 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

It continues to be a busy time at Lake Illawarra 

South Public School as planning for end of year 

events and the 2022 school year continues. 

Students are busily engaged in their learning and it 

is wonderful to see them settling into regular 

learning routines.  

Last week was challenging for both students and 

staff as there was a major disruption to our 

electricity, phone and Internet connection. All 

services have now been re-established and 

hardware upgrades have been completed. 

 

 

 

 

We thank you for your support with school pick-up 

whilst we maintain our cohorting of students under 

the current guidelines. The wet weather has 

challenged us over the last couple of weeks; 

however, we are managing to dismiss students 

safely and orderly with your assistance. Please 

ensure your child has a raincoat or umbrella in their 

bag to use on wet weather days. 

 

 

 

 

Karen Simula 

Principal 

 

STAFFING UPDATE 

Zoe Smith has been appointed as a full-time 

Assistant Principal Curriculum & Instruction. Mrs 

Smith commences in her new role at the beginning 

of Term One 2022. I am sure the school community 

will join the staff in congratulating Mrs Smith on her 

new role within the school. 

Last week, the school farewelled Aunty Jodi and 

welcomed Aunty Anna. We are looking forward to 

working with Aunty Anna for the remainder of 2021. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 

A short commemoration was held on Thursday 11 

November to signify Remembrance Day. During 

the commemoration, the significance of 

Remembrance Day was explained to students and 

the importance of understanding the impact that 

conflict has had on so many lives across the world. 

One minute of silence was also observed. Well 

done to our school leaders who led this service. 
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NOVEMBER 

22 Stage 3 Anti-Bullying Talk 

23 Kinder 2022 Orientation Session 3 

24 Kinder 2022 Orientation Session 4 

     Stage 3 ASPIRE Leadership Day 

25 Kinder 2022 Orientation Session 5 

29 Kinder Gymnastics Program 

                                        commences 

DECEMBER 

08 AECG Meeting 
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2022 PLANNING 

The school is beginning to plan for 2022 class 

structures. This requires a clear understanding of 

the number of anticipated students. If your child is 

relocating to another school in 2022, please 

contact the school as soon as possible so it can be 

noted. It is crucial that this information is provided, 

as it directly impacts the number of classes which 

can be formed and therefore the number of staff 

required.  

ANTI-BULLYING TALK 

The Police Youth Liaison Officer, Senior Constable 

Godden spoke with our Stage 3 students today 

about anti-bullying strategies. The students were 

engaged and had lots of ideas to share.  

  

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION 

We are pleased the NSW Department of Education 

has announced Kindergarten Orientation activities 

can now take place. These sessions commenced 

last week and will continue throughout this week. 

These sessions are invaluable in assisting children in 

familiarising themselves with the school 

environment. 

YEAR 6 TO 7 TRANSITION 

We are awaiting advice from our partner high 

schools about how they will proceed with the 

transition process. As you would be aware, high 

schools are facing extreme complexities with 

cohorting and juggling the HSC at this late stage in 

the year.  

 

END OF YEAR CELEBRATIONS 

All activities and events such as excursions and the 

Year Six Farewell must comply with the current 

Public Health Orders that relate to what 

vaccinated and unvaccinated people can do in 

the community as well as any COVID-safe 

requirements in place for individual venues.   

Unlike events and activities on school sites, external 

venues have vaccination requirements that affect 

students. In some venues, unvaccinated children 

under 16 years of age must be accompanied by a 

fully vaccinated adult from their household. 

Unfortunately, this means that the planned Year Six 

Farewell at Warilla Bowls will now need to be held 

at school. The Stage 3 teachers are working 

together to organise a special evening for our 

students in the school hall. 

The Stage 3 Jamberoo excursion has also been 

cancelled due to Department of Education 

requirements that schools attending offsite 

excursions are required to have sole access to 

indoor venues and this includes Jamberoo.  

The staff is currently planning a special end of year 

activity on school grounds.  

SCHOOL REPORTS 

In line with advice from the NSW Department of 

Education, our school reports for Semester 2 will be 

adjusted to cater for students learning at home 

and at school. Teacher comments will focus on 

English and mathematics as well as learning that 

has taken pace in other learning areas. It will also 

provide information about their commitment to 

learning and identify next steps in learning.  

 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

As part of our focus on lifting and maintaining high 

rates of student attendance, we look for patterns 

in absences, which allow us to identify areas for 

growth. One such pattern that is evident at Lake 

Illawarra South Public School, as in many schools, is 

lower rates of attendance on Mondays and 

Fridays. 

There are important reasons why attendance at 

school every day is important, and Mondays and 

Fridays are no different. On Mondays new content 

is introduced, routines and rotations are set up for 

the week and formative assessment is conducted 

which informs groupings and individual student 

learning goals. On Fridays students engage in class 

assessments to measure progress and have the 

opportunity to reflect on their learning for the 

week, making important connections to what they 

need to learn next. Teachers design learning 

sequences for the whole week in order to maximise 

student achievement, which can be impacted 

when students are not present to access the 

learning sequence.  

Students’ confidence and ability to settle at school 

can also be affected, with greater levels of anxiety 

generally being present in students with lower rates 

of attendance. Students’ ability to connect with 

their peers socially is also affected when they are 

absent from school. One of the best things about 

school, as we have learned recently, is the shared 

experiences of students with their teachers and 



 

peers. Absences can result in a student feeling like 

they have ‘missed out’ and need to ‘catch up’.  

LIMITED ENTRY ON SITE 

Parents and carers are to remain outside the 

school gates. The school is now using a new School 

Visitor Check-in system. This is linked to NSW 

Health’s COVID-19 contact tracing, ensuring our 

school is compliant with the NSW COVID-19 

mandate. 

  

QR codes are now only displayed at the front 

office and preschool. QR codes are no longer 

displayed on the school gates. 

 

For this reason, it is important that all parents and 

carers comply with restrictions and do not enter the 

school grounds at drop-off and pick-up times. 

  

TELL THEM FROM ME 

Lake Illawarra South Public School will again be 

involved in the Tell Them From Me surveys. The 

survey will provide us with valuable feedback on 

what our students think about school life, how 

engaged they are with school and the different 

ways that teachers interact with them. Schools 

in Australia and around the world have used the 

Tell Them From Me survey to help them improve. 

The survey is completed online and is run by an 

independent research company, The Learning 

Bar which specialises in school-based surveys. 

Students in Years 4 to 6 will complete the survey 

at school in the coming weeks. 

We are also asking for parents to complete the 

survey to capture their voice and to provide 

reliable data to guide school improvement. 

The Parent Survey can be completed at  
http://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/sbk6f 

UNWELL STUDENTS 

Students should not attend school if unwell, even 

with mild symptoms of COVID-19. Any person with 

any COVID-19 symptoms will be sent home and 

should not return to school until they have received 

a negative test result and are symptom-free. 

In circumstances where children have other 

medical reasons for recurrent symptoms, a letter 

from their GP is sufficient to negate the 

requirement for a negative test. 

Anyone who is unwell with COVID-19 symptoms is 

strongly encouraged to get tested and self-isolate 

until a negative result is received. 

COVID-19 

Keep yourself and your family safe and help to 

manage the spread of COVID-19 by 

1. Washing your hands regularly and thoroughly. 

2. Sneezing and coughing into your elbow or a 

tissue, disposing of the tissue straight away and 

then washing your hands. 

3. Staying home if you are unwell. 

 

 

 

 

Where to get help 

Contact the school if you are concerned about 

your child’s wellbeing to discuss the most 

appropriate support. Support is also available 

through a number of agencies and community 

organisations. Parents and carers can 

• call the National Coronavirus Health 

Information Line (1800 020 080) 

• review the NSW Health COVID-19 website for 

the latest information and advice 

• obtain help and information from your local 

General Practitioner or Community Health 

Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


